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ABSTRACT 

 

Education is a key driver of development and transformation, particularly in tribal communities where it enhances 

skills and living conditions. This paper discusses the role of education in the socio-economic development of tribes, 

emphasizing its significance in tribal communities like those in Jharkhand, India. The state is rich in minerals and 

known for its indigenous populations, but despite various governmental initiatives, tribal education remains 

underdeveloped. The literacy rate among tribes is considerably lower compared to the general population. This 

study examines the challenges in tribal education, explores the socio-economic barriers, and presents 

recommendations to improve education among tribal populations. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

Jharkhand is home to a significant tribal population, residing predominantly in scheduled areas as declared by the 

Constitution of India. The Chota Nagpur Plateau, comprising districts like Ranchi, Gumla, and Palamu, is the focal region 

of these indigenous communities. As per the 2011 census, 86.45 lakh tribal people inhabit Jharkhand, comprising 32 tribes, 

with 8 recognized as primitive tribes. Tribal education, however, lags far behind, with over 70% of the tribal population 

being illiterate as of the 2001 census. This paper highlights the crucial role of education in advancing tribal communities 

towards a more complex society, focusing on the specific case of Jharkhand. 

 

BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY 

 

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 emphasizes equitable education and recognizes the importance of tribal 

education in national development. However, tribal communities face various socio-economic, psychological, and 

infrastructural challenges in accessing education. The distinct languages, cultural practices, and geographical isolation of 

tribal populations further exacerbate these challenges, making it difficult to align with mainstream educational systems. 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW   

 

Education is a fundamental human right and key to social and economic development (UNESCO, 1960). For marginalized 

groups like tribal populations, it promotes individual growth and cultural preservation (Bhatti, 1998). Despite this, tribal 

communities face significant literacy gaps compared to non-tribal populations, particularly in India (Census of India, 2011). 

Barriers such as geographical isolation, language differences, and socio-economic challenges limit access to education 

(Biswas & Dash, 2006; Gare, 1983). 

 

Scholars like Sen (1999) highlight education's role in reducing inequality, but tribal literacy rates, especially among 

women, remain low due to poverty and socio-cultural factors (Bhargava, 2009; Xaxa, 1999). Government education 

programs often lack cultural relevance, leading to disengagement and high dropout rates among tribal students (Sujatha, 

2002; Maharatna, 2005; Mohanty, 2009). Scholars argue for culturally integrated curricula, incorporating tribal languages 

and knowledge systems to improve educational outcomes (Tripathy, 2007; Xaxa, 2011). Bilingual education, especially in 

early years, is seen as key to bridging this gap (Mohanty, 2009). 

 

Literacy and Education among Tribal Population 

In Jharkhand, despite several government interventions, the literacy rate among the tribal population remains significantly 

lower than the general population. According to the 2011 Census, Jharkhand's overall literacy rate stood at 66.4%, while the 
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literacy rate for Scheduled Tribes (STs) was significantly lower at 57.1%. Within the tribal population, the literacy rate 

among males was 68.2%, while among females, it was only 46.2%, revealing a significant gender disparity. 

 

Table 1: Comparative Literacy Rate (India and Jharkhand) 

 

Literacy Rate 2001 2011 

Male Female Total Male Female Total 

All India Literacy 

Rate (%) 

75.85 54.16 65.38 82.14 65.46 74.04 

Jharkhand 

Literacy Rate (%) 

67.3 38.8 54.13 76.8 55.42 66.41 

Jharkhand  

Tribal Literacy 

Rate (%) 

54 27.2 38.10 

 
68.25 46.2 57.1 

   Source: Census 2001 & 2011 

 

As per the 2001 Census, the literacy rate of the Scheduled Tribes (STs) was 40.7%, with males at 54% and females at 

27.2%. Although this represents a slight improvement by 2011, the gap between tribal literacy rates and the national 

average remains wide. The national literacy rate for all populations in India was 74% in 2011, highlighting the educational 

backwardness of Jharkhand’s tribal communities. 

 

Further disaggregating the data reveals stark differences in literacy rates among the various tribal groups. The literacy rate 

of the Oraon and Kharia tribes was relatively higher, with more than half of their pulations aged seven years and above 

considered literate. However, other major tribal 32groups like the Santhal, Ho, Lohra, and Bhumij continue to have low 

literacy levels, with literacy rates ranging between 33% and 41%. The Kharwar tribe, in particular, had one of the lowest 

literacy rates at just 29.6%. in 2001 (Table 2 and Table 3). 

 

Table 2. Literacy Rates Among Major Tribes  

 

 

                                        Source: Census 2001 

 

Table 3. Literacy Rates Among Major Tribes  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

                                          Source: Census2011 

 

Tribe Literacy Rate 

(Total) (in%) 

Literacy Rate 

(Females) (in%) 

Oraon 52.5 40.8 

Kharia 51.0 42.2 

Munda 47.9 34.9 

Bhumij 41.5 24.0 

Ho 39.2 23.9 

Lohra 38.9 25.0 

Santhal 33.4 19.5 

Kharwar 29.6 13.9 

Tribe Literacy Rate 

(Total)(in%) 

Literacy Rate 

(Males)(in%) 

Literacy Rate 

(Females)(in%) 

Oraon 67 75.9 58.1 

Kharia 65.9 73 58.9 

Munda 62.6 72.9 52.4 

Khawar 56.4 68.2 44.2 

Ho 54 67 41.4 

Lohra 56.2 67.1 45.1 

Santhal 50.8 62.9 39 

Kharwar 56.4 68,2 44.2 
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Challenges in Tribal Education 

Tribal education in Jharkhand faces several challenges, including: 

 Cultural and Language Barriers: Tribal children often face difficulty adjusting to schools due to cultural 

differences. The formal language used in education is not easily understood by tribal children, contributing to high 

dropout rates. 

 Geographical Isolation: Many tribal communities live in remote, hilly areas, making access to schools difficult 

due to inadequate transportation infrastructure. 

 Economic Constraints: Poverty remains a significant barrier, as many tribal families rely on child labor for 

survival, hindering children’s access to education. 

 Teacher Shortages and Training: There is a lack of trained teachers in tribal areas. Teachers unfamiliar with 

tribal culture and languages struggle to connect with students, further alienating them from the education system. 

 Parental Illiteracy: Most tribal parents are illiterate and unable to support their children’s education at home. 

 Social Challenges: Practices like child marriage and gender discrimination limit educational opportunities, 

particularly for girls. 

 

Major Challenges to Solve the Educational Problem 

Several critical challenges must be addressed to improve tribal education: 

1. Infrastructure and Accessibility: Roads and transportation must be improved to ensure tribal children can reach 

schools. 

2. Cultural Relevance: The curriculum should incorporate tribal languages and cultural practices to make education 

more accessible and relevant. 

3. Teacher Training: Teachers must be trained in tribal languages and cultures to better connect with tribal students. 

4. Economic Support: Scholarships and stipends must be provided to reduce the economic burden on tribal families. 

5. Gender Disparity: Special attention should be given to female education, with separate schools and hostels for 

girls in tribal areas. 

 

Recommendations 

 Teacher Recruitment: Local teachers, familiar with tribal languages and cultures, should be recruited. 

 Community Involvement: Panchayati Raj institutions should be involved in promoting tribal education. 

 Curriculum Integration: Tribal skills, handicrafts, and local knowledge should be included in the curriculum. 

 Incentives and Support: Free textbooks, uniforms, and other incentives should be provided to encourage school 

attendance. 

 Monitoring and Evaluation: Programs must be regularly monitored to ensure they are effectively reaching tribal 

communities. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

Education is a vital tool for the socio-economic development of tribal communities, but significant challenges remain in 

ensuring universal access to quality education. The situation in Jharkhand exemplifies the struggles faced by tribal 

populations across India. Addressing the socio-economic, infrastructural, and cultural barriers through targeted policies, 

improved teacher training, and increased community involvement is essential for improving literacy rates and ensuring 

sustainable development among tribal communities. 
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